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President’s Message
Dear WCTS
Friends,
I am excited
to begin this
year as your
club President, and I
think we will
have a fun,
informative
year ahead
of us. Let
me give you
some idea of
what we will be doing in the next
few months before 2017.
On September 21 we begin with our
annual Membership Tea. This event
is to focus our members and potential members on the things that
make our club such a vital part of
our community. We will feature
some of the organizations that we
support, as well as others that are
important to our area. You will be
able to interact with their representatives and perhaps find some
volunteer opportunities. We encourage you to bring guests that you
feel might benefit from membership
in our club. If you would like for me
to send an invitation to them,
please
contact
me
at
peg3400@gmail.com.

you can do two fun crafts. We are
planning to have instructors help
with making holiday ornaments and
cards. You can take these items
home with you, along with the
knowledge of how to make more for
the holidays. You will also be able
to purchase tickets to win one (or
more) of a selection of Opportunity
Baskets. Tickets for the fundraiser
are $20 and can be purchased at
the Membership Tea.
October 19 will be our first meeting
of the year, which you will not want
to miss. It will be our first meeting
at Cypress Run Golf Club in several
years, and we are happy to be back
with them. I think you will be very
pleased with the meal selections
and quality of the food this year.
Dee Isguzar, our 2nd Vice President, has done a great job with the
planning of the menus.
On November 16 we will hold our
annual Art Mart, where the club’s
talented artists and crafts ladies
will offer their works for sale in
time for holiday giving. A portion of
the sales will go to support the
Mitzi Hunter Art Scholarship for an
art student at Tarpon Springs High
School.

Please plan to pick up your new
club membership book at the Tea.
All the information about club activities, lunches and where to send
payment, the club bylaws, and
much more, can be found inside this
very informative book.

December 14 will be our Holiday
Luncheon and I am pleased to have
the East Lake High School Madrigal
Singers back with us. Their performance last year was outstanding
and I’m looking forward to what
they will bring to us this year. We
will also have representatives from
the Cops ‘N Kids program with us.

On October 26 we will hold our first
Fundraiser called “A Day of Fun.”
You can choose which games you
would like to play, or if you prefer

I was planning just to go through
the end of 2016 with our activities,
but I would be remiss if I didn’t
mention the annual Arts & Crafts

competition that is combined with
our meeting on January 18. The
reason I am bringing it up now is
that you will need to start working
on your art or craft projects right
away (if you haven’t already done
so), as they must have been completed during the year of January 1
through December 31, 2016. Our Art
Chairman Sherry Orr will have all
the information for you, including
the categories, at the October
meeting. If you need information
prior to that,
contact her at
orr6@verizon.net.
I’m looking forward to the coming
year, and hope that you are as well.
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Important Notice to Our Members
Please don’t forget that our
meeting place has changed. As
we announced a couple of
months ago, we will now be
meeting at the Cypress Run Golf
Club, 2669 St. Andrews Blvd.,
beginning with our October 19

meeting. Cypress Run is located
off of East Lake Blvd, which is
just west of the larger more wellknown East Lake Road. You
would be turning north on East
Lake Blvd., off of Tarpon Ave
(Keystone Road). There is no

traffic signal where you turn, but
there is a sign for Cypress Run
Golf Club. If you have questions,
please email Trish Gregory
(peg3400@gmail.com)

GFWC Florida President’s Project
members of our club joined other
district members and made a trip
to Melbourne to tour the facility.
We helped sort clothing that had
been donated and also worked
with some of the girls, teaching
them to make jewelry.

Our state President, Mary Powell,
has selected a wonderful organization to support as her President’s Project. It’s the Hacienda
Girls Ranch, located in Melbourne, FL. Two years ago, some

We are being asked to collect donations for the girls to take to
convention on September 9.
Diana
Burns
(372-1585 or
dianaburns10@gmail.com) is the
WCTS President’s Project Chairman and will be collecting in the
Trinity area. Trish Gregory (9438677 or peg3400@gmail.com) will
collect in the Tarpon Springs area. Below is a list of the requested donations:


Bed-in-a-Bag (for single beds)
and towel sets, so each girl

Membership Tea on September 21
It won't be long until our Member-

ship Tea, so make sure you have
this date on your calendar. Exhibits of our club's activities and our
philanthropies will be open at 11
AM on September 21. Tea will be
served at noon.
As usual, it will take place at the
Heritage Museum at Craig Park.

Because parking is so limited, it
is suggested that we all try to car
pool and to get there early.
I hope everyone is having a nice
summer. I try to stay inside!
I am looking forward to seeing
you all at the Tea.
Teddy Stephen

can have new bedding and
towels when she arrives.


Family-sized shampoo/ conditioner/ lotion/ deodorant
toothpaste/ feminine hygiene
products.



Gift cards: Wal-Mart, Target,
Barnes and Noble, Chili’s,
Applebee’s, Subway, McDonalds or other fast food restaurants, theater passes and any
other fun teen activities.

Trish will take these donations to
convention on September 9. Our
club members are always so generous, and you are certainly appreciated, especially by the girls
that you help. Thank you.
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Arts and Crafts
Stop! Don’t skip past this. You can
be part of this adventure!
What is Art? That can be oil, water, drawing, pastels on canvas,
paper, yuppo.
What are crafts? There are ninety
some categories. Everything from
wreaths, jewelry, clay, seeds,
sewing, needlework, paper, ornaments, and the list goes on. If you
make it, I can find a category for
you.
What is photography? Snap a picture, have it developed, and mat
it.

There are some limitations. It
must be something you finished
this year.
Sometimes folks start a project,
set it aside, then finish it this
year. It is eligible.
My job is to help you participate!
Just call or e-mail me and I will
help.
Mark your calendar….
January 17 - Registration at the
Heritage Museum - 10AM - 12PM
January 18 - Lunch, guest speakers, recognition of Artists - 11AM3PM

The First place winners in each
category go onto District.
February 21 - Registration at Snell
Island Club House. I will take and
register your work.
February 22 - Lunch, guest speakers, recognition of Artists, Snell
Island, St. Petersburg. Time TBA
The First place winners go onto
State. I will take your work, register it, and bring it back. State is
the end of April in Orlando. The
Convention is fun and informative.
Sherry Orr

Shutterbug Club
“Have Camera,
Will Travel”
The Shutterbug
Club began in
January
2002.
Although
the
"object of the
club is to view
nature and scenes at their best
thru the lens of a camera', having a
day of fun and fellowship, getting
better acquainted, making new
friends is equally important.

The next trip is planned for Wednesday, September 28, 2016 to the
Syd Entel Galleries/Susan Benjamin Glass in Safety Harbor. We will
have a gallery talk and then mingle to enjoy their exhibit. There is no
entry charge. Afterwards we will stroll through Safety Harbor and
have lunch at a nearby restaurant.
Reservations for this event will be due by September 21, 2016.
Contact: Dolores Wilson
(nandee34@aol.com, 727-389-5913 (cell), 937-7101 (home)

We have made several trips recently to Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park which showcases
native Florida wildlife, including
manatees, bear, bobcats, water
birds as well as other water animals
and beautiful scenery. We then enjoyed luncheon at Charlie’s Fish
House in Crystal River.
Our trip to Weeki Wachee to see
the Mermaid Show with their finale
a tribute to America. There was a
river boat ride and reptile show for
those that attended. Following the
shows we had a delicious luncheon
at the Bayport Inn Restaurant.

Dolores Wilson, Carole Weaver, MaryAnn Cozzens, Sheila Hayter
at Weeki Wachee
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CAP Health Fair - July 28, 2016
On Tuesday, July 26, Sherri Patterson, Cari Rupkalvis and Roberta Sellew went shopping for
supplies for the backpacks. Several stores were shopped and hours
were spent buying just the right
supplies needed for the children.
On Wednesday, July 27, Diana
Burns and Trish Gregory drove to
Costco and bought packaged precooked chicken, bags of lettuce,
tomatoes, cookies and brownies.
Storage bags, gloves and bottles
of water were bought at Walmart.
After unloading the chicken and
tomatoes in the CAP kitchen, Diana and Trish took the lettuce
home to wash and cut up (54
heads of Romaine). Gay Mitchell
joined Trish to help wash and cut.
Barbara Garrelts bought and prepared all the fruit at home and
brought it on Wednesday to CAP.
Those filling the backpacks on
Wednesday the 27th were Cari
Rupkalvis, Nancy Clark, Dolores
Wilson, MaryAnn Cozzens, Sharon Walling, Teddy Stephen,
Roberta Sellew, Dee Isguzar and
Peggy Proestos.
On Thursday the 28th we began in
the kitchen at 4 PM and set out all
the supplies and food. The fruit
was put into a large disposable

roasting pan and was plated into
small bowls. The tomatoes were
washed, cut into halves and put
into a large bowl. The chicken was
cut up and put into a roasting pan.
The lettuce was put into another
roasting pan. At around 4:45 we
began to plate the salad.
The food was all plated and set
out on the counter and the families who had completed the children’s physicals began to
come in for their meal.
Tickets were given to each
family member in order to
make a count of how many
people
were
actually
served.

168 family members were served a
meal (according to tickets given
out, per Carmen Wilson) along
with approximately 10-15 volunteers, and 126 Backpacks were
given out (according to ticket
count per Cari Rupkalvis).
18 Volunteers from GFWC Woman’s Club of Tarpon Springs were
involved in the Health Fair, with a
total number of 136 hours.

At 7 PM the physicals were
completed, but families and
hospital volunteers drifted
in until almost 8 PM.
Volunteers for the kitchen:
Nancy Clark, Roslyn Linnen, Gay Mitchell, Trish
Gregory, Peggy Proestos,
Jean
Hayes,
Margo
Knighton, Dolores Wilson,
Diana Burns.
For the backpack room:
Roberta
Sellew, Sheila
Hayter, Dee Isguzar, Cari
Rupkalvis

WOW Scholarship Helping a Woman on Her Way
EDUCATION is a Community Service Program (CSP) that attracts
many volunteers and donors over
our club year. Please join me in
congratulating Albree Strouse, the
candidate chosen by the Scholarship Committee to receive a
$1,500 scholarship for the 20162017 club year. Albree, a single
mother, is pursuing a degree in
Dental Hygiene and carries a 3.9
GPA. She is on track to graduate
from St. Petersburg College in May

2017. Albree was thrilled to receive her scholarship at the beginning of August. Albree will be attending our Holiday meeting in
December so everyone can meet
her and she can thank you all personally.
Donations to “Dollars for Scholars”
can be made at any time. Just
contact Sherri Patterson at sherrip1505@gmail.com or call 727934-5926. We will begin the Dol-

lars for Scholars drawings in October. Please support this important
philanthropy.
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2016 GFWC Annual Convention
Baltimore, Maryland
June 25 - 29, 2016
Two members, Teddy Stephen and
Susan Foy, from the Tarpon
Springs GFWC traveled to Baltimore to attend this event. Both of
us get around now with the help of
canes, handicap carts, or electric
scooters. So, the journey there and
back was a well thought out one.
We drove there in Teddy’s mobility
van, trading jobs driving and navigating. In addition to the stay in
Baltimore, we stayed in two motels
going there and coming home.
When we arrived at the Baltimore
Marriott Waterfront, we were impressed with the facility. When we
went into our room we were
shocked that the room was big and
had a roll in shower. We were on
the 19th floor overlooking the harbor. What a view!
We proceeded to the bar to get a
light lunch. Guess who was there,
too? Carole Weaver and the rest of
the group from Florida. In a short
time, they had to leave to attend a
baseball game at Camden Yards
(which was a choice of activity for
the convention).
We joined the remaining members
and got a table for dinner. Then
we spotted more GFWC members
who we had met before and they
joined us. Then other members
came into the bar and joined us.
We were there for several hours
enjoying each other’s company.
The next day we attended the
opening ceremony. It started with
the current State Presidents leading the way with a flag bearer
holding the state flag. Well, with
68 Florida members present, when
Carole was announced we went
wild with cheering.
There were workshops, award
presentations, business meetings,
guest speakers, special presentations from charities, letting us
know where our contributions went
to. Plus, wonderful luncheons,

banquets with guest speakers, and
musicians.
They had a huge room filled with
vendors that we had to visit often
and buy many items. Plus, the
GFWC store that had a wide variety of items…and we had to buy
these items also. We did fit in two
rides on our scooters to the inner
harbor stores and, of course, we
had to buy items there as well.
The best thing about this convention was that we had assigned
seats or sections to sit. This way
we were constantly talking to new
members from all over the country. We talked about what we were
doing in our Tarpon Springs chapter and they told us about what
they were doing in their various
chapters. So we gathered new
friends and we waved to them in
recognition.
The ceremony honoring the outgoing President, Babs Condon, was
outstanding. Her speech brought
tears to our eyes. She spent many
years getting to this level. She
thanked her husband and family
for supporting her along the way.
The installation of the new President, Sheila Shea, was awesome
too. (Where do these ladies get

their energy?) She wants to spread
the word about GFWC and let the
world know what we have done to
help people. Just last year GFWC
raised $11,547,528 for charities.
Without a doubt the highlight of
the convention was attending a
traditional crab feast which was
held two blocks from the hotel at
the Columbus Center. The building
had three levels, which were open
to a winding staircase. On level
one they had a band playing, on
level two we had a meal of barbecue chicken, corn on the cob,
slaw, pasta with spaghetti sauce,
hush puppies, etc. On level three
we had a crab feast. As we arrived
we were directed to a table and
when that was full, we went to the
next table. So, we sat with GFWC
members from all over the country. Susan and I sat together because she had never seen a Maryland crab, much less eaten one. So
we put on bibs provided by the
caterer and they placed huge trays
of steamed crabs on our table. I
showed Susan how to eat the crab.
While I was busy talking I looked at
her and she was showing the entire
table how to eat crabs.
Teddy Stephen
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“A Day of Fun”

Art Scholarship

We have two major fundraisers annually. The fashion show is the one that immediately comes to everyone’s mind. However, we do have one in October
of every year. It used to be called “Fun and Games
Day.” We added crafts a few years ago because so
many members told us they didn’t play games. This
year we have renamed it to “A Day of Fun.”

At the September Tea, I will have some Art Surprises to sell tickets for the Mitzi Hunter Art
Scholarship award.

For those who love board games and cards, we will
have Mah Jongg, Bridge, Canasta, Mexican Train
and other games. Crafts this year will be coordinated by Gay Mitchell and Sherri Patterson. Everyone
signing up for “Crafts” will receive a kit for making
a holiday card and also materials for creating an
ornament, both of which you will be able to take
home at the end of the day.

Warmly,
Mitzi

Thank you for your support and the honor.
This Art award is very special to me and I love
helping the students.

We will also have drawings for beautiful baskets
contributed by club members. Lunch will be provided by members. This fundraiser is open to the public so we want you to participate and to encourage
your friends to come play with you. The more successful this event is, the more we can give to our
philanthropies. Details are in the flyer in this newsletter, and tickets will be available at the September Tea.

WCTS Communications

Sunshine

NEWSLETTERS—You may choose to receive an email
version of this newsletter, rather than a print copy.
The email version is always in full color, and is easily opened with the free Adobe Reader program. If
you aren’t already receiving your newsletter via
email, but would like to, please email the Club
address to be added to the email list
(wcts1892@gmail.com). Receiving the Lamplighter
by email saves the Club printing and postage
costs. As an added bonus, you can forward it to
interested friends!

Please call Barbara Okvist (727-232-0769),
Sunshine Chairperson, whenever you know
member that is ill, in the hospital, nursing a
ily member, or has suffered a loss. Your
wants to help.

E-MAIL—In between issues of the Lamplighter, the
Club often sends out ‘breaking news’ to members
who are on our email ‘Updates” list. If you would
like to receive these updates, please email the Club
address to be added to the distribution list. Your
information will never be sold to third parties.

your
of a
famclub

GFWC Woman’s Club of Tarpon Springs, Florida Inc.
P O Box 1963
Tarpon Springs FL 34688-1963
Neila O’Neill, Editor

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WomansClubOfTarponSprings

